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That it hath not this Requiſite Piece of Beauty, as being ſo long 
after the juſt and proper Seaſon. We cannot but gon, That the 


ny againſt the Incorporating Union of Scotland and England, in its 


Joy of our Hearts to ſee a right Proteſtant Succeſſion of Princes e- 


count of the ſinful Terms upon which that Succeſſion was to be | 
eſtabliſhed. And likewiſe, we had declared the Senſe of our Hearts 


near Douglas Anne 1712, Both which being ſo recent and full De- - 
clarations of our Minds in that Matter, ſome were of Opinion, it | 


to retard this Declaration than the former; namely, That ſome ap- 


vances, and ot the Conditions upon which we could own Subjecti- 
on to Magiſtrates, Supream and ſubordinate, in theſe Covenanted 


no” , B | 
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HE Wiſe Solomon hath obſerved in his Divine Proverbs ' 
That every Thing is beautiful in its Seaſon. And - 
Hence it is not to be doubred, but many when they 
mall ſee the following Print, will be ready to ſay, 


true Seaion of making theſe our Sentiments known to the World - 
was, either in the Interreign before the preſent Occupant entered 
upon the Government, or at leaſt at ſome convenient Time after: f 
But ſon cf us apprehending, That ſuch a Declaration of our Prin 
ciples as this, was materially made before, both by our Teſtimo- 


ſinful Nature and Tendency., wherein there is contained: an expreſs 
Clauſe againſt the Succeſſion in the Family of rranvver, nor indeed 
as againlt a Presbyterian Proteſtant Succeſſion ; for it would be the 


{tabliſhed in theſe Kingdoms; but, as was there hinted, upon Ac- 


about the ſame Matter, in that Explanatory Acknowledgement of 1 
Publick Sins, and Ingagement to Duties, which was publickly read | 


at our Renewing of our National and Selemn League and Covenants, *. E 


* 


was but actum agere, and ſo ſuperfluous. A 
Another Thing there was likewiſe, which had more Influence; 


prehending it to have been our Duty, in Imitation of our worthy 
Anceſtors, Ari, To make a Repreſentation of our principal Grie- 
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Lands, before their ſhGuld be Mortal RejeRion. of their Govern? 
ment, and Retuſal of Obędienpe to them; did rherenpon in Par- 
ſuance of this View, in r 4 Meeting. form à Reprpſenta- 
tion of Greivances, to be laid before the Elector of Brus ſwick, 
e' re he ſhould actually enter into the Government of thele Kindoms,. 
wherein they deſigned, both to warn him of the Sin and Dinger 
of entering into thoſe ſinful O:ths, that the Laws of Exgiaud re- | 
quired, and of accepting the Government under ſuch anſawtul Li- | 
mitations, dy Prelatical Parliament thought fit to impoſe : Aud 
alio to cxon& Mir Conlciences in the Sight ot the World, and ren- 
der him the more inexcuſable, if he ſhould notwithitanding, under- 
take the. 1 oft publick Affairs, on that ſintul Foot- 
F\ ing. . 
3 This Deſign however plauſible it did then appear, to ſome of: 
us, not hy was of no real Advantage to the Cauſe, by Re iſon 
0 SEE wanagemencs ; bur alſo in its very Nature and Fen- 
F dency d Ground of Rtambiing, to ſuch as came to the Know- 
ledge of it, while they judged thereby, That we had retinq..ſhed 
the former Faithfil Teſtimony we held: And we cannot męen- 
tion this without Regrate, that we ſhould any Way hive given Um- 4 
brage, and Occaſion to the World, to intettain ſuch Thoughts of 
us, at a Time when a general Detection, and profound Satistaction- 
therein, called for more than ordinary Leal, Faithfulneſs and ex- 
plicite Boldneſs, at the Hands of Truth's profeſſed Witneſſes. And 
Fiually, which is the principal Reaſon of Mentioning it on this Oc- 1 
© Cafion, This Repreſentation of Grievances having been raſhly hur- | 
ried on, without that common Conſent, which in ſich weighty — 
' and momentuous Caſes, hath always been judged neceſſary amongſt ry | 
[ the Societies of the faithful Remnant, it proved ſuch a Bone of Cons 
 . tentjon amongſt our ſelves, that the beautiful Seaſon of a Teitimony 
| was almoſt utterly loſt, before we could attain to that Harmony, 
f 


Unanimity and mutual Confidence, that ſeemed neceſſary to ſuch a 
Declaration. | | | | 

At laſt being preſſed in Mind, with a Senſe of our * 5 
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ſuch a neceſſary called for Duty, ite 8 of Delay whereol 


we looked upon, to be prejudieial to the Glory of GOD, the 


Peace ot our 6wn Conſciences, Warning ot others, and Information 
of Poſterity, we reſolved to publifh this our Teſtimony to the 
World, as a Witnefs' of our Adherence unto former Principles, 


. Covenanred and ſworn unto, which Publication, tho? it was not in 


that Martial Poſture, at a publick Market Croſs, as had been Mi- 
table in the proper Seaton of the Duty, and was the uſual Form of 
making fuch Teſtimonies publick to the World; yet was it done 
in ſuch a publick ſolemn Manner, as was then judged ſufficient to 
make it publickly known, being audibly read in Preſence of a very 


numerous Congregation, after Sermons upon a Day of ſolemn Hu- 


miliation, not tar from Dowg/as, nigh the Place where the Cove- 
nant had been renewed by us, fix Years before; that at the ſame 
Time we might both bewail our Failures in, and Breachs of thoſe 


our ſolemn Engadgements, and teſtifie our unfeigned Reſolution, to 


abide more ſtedlaſt and Faithful in our Teſtimony for the 


ature. * 
1 It may poſſibly be «that ſome illi diſpoſed Malicious Perſons will 
calumniate, that the appearing hereof in Print at this Time, of 
threatned Invaſion by a Popiſh Pretender, and his Complices, is 
with a Deſign to blacken the Government of a Proteſtant King, 
and make Way for favourable Thoughts of a Papiſt amongſt the 
People: Bur as there was no Appearance of any. ſuch Invaſi- 
ou, but a moſt protound Security, when this was publiſhed ; 0 


we are perſwaded, That if our Explicite Declaring againſt the 
popib Pretender, contained in this enluing Print, be duly weighed, 


IP Malice it ſelf ſhall find no Colour tor this. Calumny : And 


we judged it ſo much the more necetliry, to have this in Print 
at this Time, that not only we might make all Jacobites ſen- 
Gble, how much we abhore- their Bloody and Barbarous Methods, 
ot bringing in Forreigners into their Native Country, to root out 
any Face of Prateſtantiſm, that remains in the Land. and murther 
the Innocent in Favours of that Idol. of their's: But alſo, that 


all 
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nt ef 
a ſueh as Adhere to, and ſupport a Pralatitłk King and Parliac 
ment may be fer ſible, That it is their manifeſt Breach of Cove- 
| "ant, and Detection from our Ancient Laudable Conſtitutions in 
Church and State, that is the Hinderance, why we dare not join | 
Hur ſelves into any Corporations with them, in Cities and Armies 
| for mutual Defence ot aur Religion, Lives and Liberties, againſt 
1 Bloody Paprſts and Prelariſts; which is no imall- Affliction to us, 
whole Conſcience beat us Witneſs, that we would be as chear- 
lully ready, as any Men in the Nation, co adventure our Lives 
| and Fortunes, in ſo juſt and neceſſary a Cauſe, and to caſt in our 
Mite with others, who profeſs a Love for the true Retormed 
\ - Proteſtant Religion, if they would but be perſwaded to return | 
to their Covcnanted Duty, confeſs their Sin and Backſliding, and 
flate the Cauſe and Quarrel aright _ againſt Popery, Prelacy, Era- 
frianiſm, Superſtition, Hereſie, and whatſocver is contrary to ſound 
Voctrine, and the Power of Godlineſs, as our worthy Progeni- 
tors ated it, and were triumphant and ſucceſsful, ſo long as 
| they "abode ſtedfaſt in -GOD's Covenant. That the tollowing 
Teſtimony, which ſpeaks forth nothing but the Words of Truth 
and Soberneſs, may have this bleſſed Effect upon all the Fearers ; 
ot GOD within the Land, to awaken and incline them to this 
Duty, is and ſhall be our hearty Prayer; Or, if nothing, that | | 
ſuch a poor deſpiſed and inſignificant, Handful can ſay, may have 
Tach à bleſſed and deſirable Effect, We earneltly beg, That the 
LORD himſelt would, by the Voice of his threatned Rod, o- 
pen the Ears ot many, and incline their Hearts to this Duty; 
that ſo no Fleſh may glory in his Sight as Inſtruments thereof, 
but that the LORD alone may be exalted in Judgment, while 
he purges and reforms his Land by the Spirit of Judgment, and 
by the Spirit of Burning, Reſtoring unto us Judges as at the 
firſt, and Counſellors as at the Beginning: That our Zion may a- 
gain be called the City of Righteouſn-1s, the Faithful City, and | | 


F * Wl r - 


rhat the Work of Righteouſneſs may be Peace, and the Effect 
of Righteouſneſs, Quictneſs, and Aſſurance for ever. 
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BY Sf 22 . DI 


De DECLARATION, TESTIMONY and PRO- 
TESTATION of the Witne(/iag Remnant of the Anti-Popiſh, - 
Anti-Lutheran, Anti-Prelatick, Anti-Eraſtian, Anti-Scctarian, 

ö True Prelyterian Church of CHRIS * in Scotland, uni ted 2oge- 


ther in a ae Correſpendence. 


Patlifbed at Auchenſaugh 2765 Dowelaſs 1718, 


E, being look'd upon as a imall and deſp led 
Remnant of the true, Reformed, R 
Presbyterian Church oft CHRIST in Seat land, 
lying under many Ties and Obligations. to ag- * 
here to the Cauſe of our lovely LORD & Sa- 
viour Jc{us Chriſt, who gave bimſch for us, that 
he might redeem us from Death, and purchals 
us a peculiar People to himſelf, zealous of 
good Works; being deſirous in ſome Mea- 
ſure, tho* weakly, to adhere to him and maintain his Cauſe and 
| Intereſt, as the {ame has bcen tranſmitted down to us, by our wor- 
thy and zealous Anceſlore, who entred into Covenaur for them- 


ſelves 
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| elves; and us their Poſterity, to walk in his z keep 

— tatutes and judgments, cleave to his Ordinances, maintain the 

D Purity of the true Religion, in this, and the neighbouring King- 
oms, in all its effential. Parts of Doctrine, Worſhip, Diſcipline and 


— 
* 


* overnment, and tranſmit it down uncorrupt to lateſt Poiteritß : 
Do, for ſeveral Reaſons, look upon our ſelves as bound, at this Jun- 
Saure, to publiſh to the World a Teſtimony of our Adherence there- 
* + unto, and ſincere Diſlike and Abhorrence of the preſent Courſes 

* per Defe&ion, which tend to overturn the ſame: And, if 
N and defend this our Teſtimony, with the - Hazard of whatſoever is 
N. | . 

dear to us, even of Life it ſelt. K | NE - | 
Pp We are ſenſible, That this will be look'd upon, by a great | 
our former juſt Endeavours of like Nature have been; but 'tis nat 
ſo much the Approbation of Men, as the Command and Warrant 


is holy and wiſe Providence, we ſhall be called thercunto, to aſſetc, | 


Deal of People, as a Thing both unneceſſary and unreaſonable, as 


E of GOD, the Teſtimony of a good Conſcience, and a ſolid - Peace 
in the Day of the LORD, Jetus, that we have been in ſome Mea- 
ſare ot Sincerity, tho” with much Weakneſs, labouring to be found 


* 
S RS. 


ter. | 3 N | 
It has been by this Way, of publick Proteſtation and Teſtimon | 


in the Exerciſe of our Duty, that muſt influence us in this Mat- 


againſt National Corruptions and Defc&ions, that the LORD has | 
helped his Followers, Servants and Witneſſes in Scotland, to ap- 
prove themſelves to him, in the Maintaining his Cauſe and Intercit, 
hen other more humble and ſubmiſſive Ways of proceeding pro- 
ved ineffectual, or were by unjuſt Laws become inacceſſible, or im- 
proper and impracticable. Neither do weſce any other Means for 
us, conſidering our mean Circumſtances as to the Outward, to 
bear our Teſtimony to the Cauſe and Intereſt of our LORD and | 


Maſter, whoſe Prerogative is this Day invaded,-and his Cauſe &- 
ſpiſed, and trampled upon by Men, but this ot publick Ptoteſta- 


thereto, in Oppoſition unto them: And this we judge the moſt | 
I wh ay | "cleanly ; 


tion againſt thoſe, who do ſo, and Declaration of our Adherence © 
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It is true, we: have 


formerly - declared againſt the Acceſſion of 
Perſons of unſound and heterodox Principles, to bear Charge over 


4 
- 


- cleanly, ſafe and honourable Footing, to ſtate dur Sufferings ſor 
im upon, in Caſe of our being. in his holy Wiſdom called thereto, 
and dignified there with. e 


the LORD's: Covenanted People, in and about, and ſince the late 


Revolution, by our Proteſtations publickly emitted at the Croſs of 


Sainquhair, and more lately by our ſolemn Renovation of the Cove- 


nants at Dewe/as, July 24th. 171 2. To all which we ſtill adhere: 

Wherein we did expreſly mention, ..as a Cauſe of Humiliation, and 

ublick Step of Detection, the Settlement of the Succeſſion upon a 

| Family of the Zutheran Perſwaſion, and that: upon ſuch Terms, and 

under ſuch Limitations, as oblige them to be of the Communion of 
the Church. of Ezg/aud, as at preſent by La eſtabliſhed. 

But yet, we think, The Obligation we are under, to aſſert the 
Cauſe and Quarrel of the Covenanted - Intereſt reaches further, and 
makes it neceſſary, now after Henover's actual Acceſſion, to repeat 
and renew ,our Teſtimony; that all may perceive we are ſtill the 
ſame, and that our Thoughts are not altered, concerning our Du- 
ty of teſtifying againſt ſuch as unjuſtiy invade, and overturn the 
fundamental Conſtitutions of our Church and Nation. 


Therefore we do in the F:rſt Place, Pxorzsr, Drctart and ENTER | 


our Teſtimony againlt the Eſtates of Parliament & Repreſentatives of the 
Nation, Liz. Noblemen, Barons and Borows, their fo groſly be- 
traying that Truſt committed to them by Divine . Providence, by 
Vertue of their Birth, Place and Station to be the Guardians and 
Defenders of the true Retormed Religion, and Liberty, Peace and 
Welfare of theſe Kingdoms; which they have been ſo tar from doing, 
that on the contrary, they have under the Notion of Laws and 
Parliamentary Stacutes, enacted many Things having a direct Ten- 
dency againſt the true Reformed Religion, which they are bound 
by the Covenants of their Anceflors to maintain; againſt the Sovereign- 
ty, Liberty and Honour ot their Native Country; againſt the Pri- 
vileges and Property ot their fellow Subjects; and in ſhort, againſt 

B every 


> — 
— 


4 Veg o 
* - 


10) 


cannot be doubted of by any, who ſeriouſly reflects upon the late 


Voful Treaty of incorporating Union with England, wherein, be- 


ſides the many other unhappy Effects thereof, we already feel, and 


do further juſtly fear, the Succeſſion to our Crown and Regal Go- 


vernment was. placed upon the Lutheran Family of Hanover: Which 
Choice is clearly contrary to our Covenants, and our many 


ancient fundamental Laws and Acts of Parliament, enjoining (in 


a plain Conformity with the holy Scriptures) that ſach only ſhall 


be choſen, to be entruſted in that high Dignity and Authority, as 


being educate in the ſound Orthodox Principles of the Chriſtian 


Religion, as reformed from Popery, and oppoſed to all Sefs and. 


* Herefies, had ſignalized themſelves for their Integrity, Zeal and 
Affection to the Cauſe of GOD, and blameleſs Chriſtian Conver- 
ſation, fearing GOD, hating Covetouſneſs, and dealing truly, a- 
gainſt whom there could be no juſt Exception, or Cauſe of Jealou- 


fie; And, which is worſe, beſides their conſenting to the Choice: 


England had made of a Perſon, by our Law uncapable, by Rea- 
ſon of his Education in the Lutheran Perſwaſion, as at prelent 
. profeſſed and maintained, have moreover conſented to the Ex lik 


Regulations and Limitations of Government, which, morally ſpeaking, 


cuts off all Hope from us for the Future, of obtaining our Shvereigus 
to be ot the ſame true Religion with our ſelves, which the Pre- 


amble to our Coronation Oath, ratified by many ſubſequent Acts 


ol Parliaments, expreſly declares to be neceflary, for the Increaſe 
and Preſervation of Piety and true Religion. How fad is it! after 
we have had ſo much woful Experience of the Hurt, done to the 
Work of GOD by Charles firſt, and ſecond ; proceeding from their 
malignant Diſaffection to the Cauſe of CHRIST, and their Affection 
to Prelacy, that our Reformed Covenanted Nation, ſhould not on- 
ly have at the Revolution, accepted the Prince of Orange to be 
King, while he joined with and ſware to ſupport Prelacy, and 
after him Princeſs Anne of Deumark, treading the ſame Steps ; but 


that now they ſhould have explicitly, and formally conſented to the 


Engliſh 


every Thing, that is valuable in the Eyes of Men and Chriſtians, as 


. 
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ſes, have by the Laws of GOD, and this Realm Forfeited all juſt 
Right, to enact Laws, binding apon us, or any of the true Sub- 
jects of this Kingdom; And proteſt, That we Reſolve through 
Grace, not to conform with any of theſe their {inful Acts, or Or- 
dinances, they have enacted, or may further enact and iflue 
forth. | 

Next, we judge it our Duty, to renew our Teſtimony againſt 
the Untaithtulneſs of the Bulk and Body of the Miniſters of this 
Church, as for their many former unworthy, and unbecoming 


Complyances with, and Yieldings to, the Enemies ot our LORD's 


Work, Crown and Dignity, ( lome whereof we have teſtify'd 
againſt in our former Declarations, and bewailed in our late 
Publick Acknowledgement of Sins; ) fo particularly for the Hand 
they have had, in the Choice, Ad miſſion, Proclamation and Co- 
ronation of the Elector of Brunſwick, to be King over theſe Nati- 
ons; Many ot them (we doubt not) did Counſel and Adviſe 
the Nobles, and others in Power and Authority to comply with 
England, in making Choice ot him ; without warning them of their 
Duty, that they ought to make Choice of ſuch an one, as the 
Law of GOD, and Conſtitution of this Retormed Covenanted 
Nation doth require, namely a true Presbyterian : Others were 
filent, and if they did not actively adviſe them to this Choice, 
did at. leaſt conſent by Connivance, not declaring plainly to Per- 


ſons concerned, how dangerous a Thing it is to entruſt the moſt 
| 2 valu- 


. 


— 


ruldable Concerns of Religion, to ſuch as were by Education and 


would be by Obligation and Practice, engaged in a contrary * 
- Courſe. The ſpecious Pretence that's offered to palliate - 


this Neglect of ſo indiſpen ſible a Duty, and. doing the quite oppo- 
ſite, will not bear out the Miniſters of this Church guiltleſs. 
They ſay, it was. the. only: Courſe, which im any tollerable Pro- 
bability, could be ſubſervient to prevent the Inundation of Po- 
pery and Arbitrary Government, with a Popifh Hremmder; And 
accordingly they giorꝝ, and rejoice in the ſucceſs thereof, as a De- 
ſign viſibly. owned of. GOD, with fuch a happy Event, and a 
Mercy not of the ordinary Rank. And we do indeed own, That 
ſuch a View, might influence many ot them to that Politick, and 
that in ſo far their Deſign was very good, had they not taken 
unlawful Means of accompliſhing. it; and advanced Prelacy to 
bear down Popery. We do likewiſe, with all Gratitude, ackno w- 


- ledge the good Hand of our gracious and merciful GOD, in 


breaking. hitherto the Attempts and Deſigns of a Pogi/t-and Malig- 
nant Faction at Home and Abroad, who were, and are gaping 
for che utter Overthrow of our holy Religion, and thirſting tor 
our Blood, and not ours only, but that of all true- Proteſtants 
through Exrope: And it we be not ſuitably affected with this 

Mercy, that the LORD has fruſtrate the Advancement of a Popiſb 
Pretender, to tyrannize over theſe Kingdoms, We own we ma 


' juſtly be reputed the moſt Unthankful*-Wretches '- imaginable. But 


yet we dare not aſcribe this Deliverance, or rather Suſpenſion of 


. deſerved Judgments, to the Policy and Prudence of Man, or think 


that ſuch a ſinful Combination with Prelatiſs, and other. Ene- 


mies of the Truth, is the procuring Cauſe thereof For how- 


ever. the LORD in ſoveraign Wiſdom, ho many Fimes makes 
the Sins ot Men ſubſervient to his good and holy Ends, may or- 
der it ſo fot the Good of his People; yet he gives no Diſpenſati- 
on to his, to do evil hat good may come of it : For Prelacy has 
a real Tendency to introduce Popery, and is engaged againſt in 
the Covenant equally with Popery ; and ſo a Joining * 
725 oing 
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doing win | à proper and direct Influence to corroborate 


and perpetuate ir, muſt needs be ſinful, and provocking in the 


Sight of the LORD. 

Ard as Miniſters -are' (alas!) too chargeable with the Choice 
it ſelf, ſo with the Contributing to* the Means of its being car- 
ried on and eſtabliſſied, which. (if not worſe ) were at leaſt 
no better than the Ghoice it felf 75 We*mean the late ſinful and 
hurttul Union with Eiglard, for in this is founded © Zarover's Title 


to the Crown of Scotland: This was the Plan laid by the Court, 


for eſtabliſhing and ſecuring the Succeſſion, in the Family of Ha- 
mover; Arid what a Part Miniſters ated therein, partly by actual 
Confent and Advice, partly by Silence, or a-faint Oppoſition, is 
abundantly known, and has been witneſſed againſt ; tho“ we blame 
not thoſe who ſhewed themſelves heartily againſt ir to their utmoſt 
Power, fave only tor their joining with others, atter they knew their 


Treachery in that Matter. 


In this alſo Miniſters are juſtly chargeable, That in Proſecuti- 
on of this Plan for maintaining the Succeſſion in che Family of 


Hanover, and to exclude the Saint Germans Preteuder, they did noet 


uſe that Freedom and Plainneſs that became them, when Perſons 
in Civil Truſt, were laid obnoxious to that Snare of the Ezglih 
Oath of Abjuration, nor warned them ot the dangerous Clauſes 


therein contained; And all becauſe it was calculate for the Sup- 


port of the foreſaid * Succeſſion - Yea, many of them, to diſco- 
ver their Firmneſs thereto, did ſwear and ſubſcribe the ſaid Oath, 


tho? evidently ' againſt their own acknowledged Principles, as in- 


yolving therein a Security to the Church of England, as firm as Laws 


and Oaths can make it ; which they did, notwithſtanding of the 
plain Proſpe& of the ſad Confequences it was like to produce, both 


among themſelves and their Hearers. Had that Oath been only 
a ſwearing againſt a Papiſt as ſuch, or to ſupport a Succeſſion in 
a Perſon, or Family rightly qualifyed, it had been very agreeable 
to our Covenants ; But being loaded with ſuch fhocking Clauſes, 
as the Reference to the Erglih Settlement lays on it, it directly 


TUINS 
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tiuins the Intereſt of curIST. 15 ſupports that t a falſe. Su? 
perſtitious Worſhip, and Lordly Government, hateful'to him, 5 
Nor is this all they have done, to expreſs their firm andſteady 
- Adherence to that Succeſſion, but they have all along, ſince its Set- 
tlement, twiſted that Intereſt into their moſt ſolemn Devotions, both 
of Prayer and Thankſgiving ; and that cven in Conformity to the 
_ expreſs Act of Parliament enjoinivg, jt, under conſiderable Penalties, 
in Caſe they ſhould neglect it, and torſhew their Cheartulnels here- 
in, have enacted the ſame in their Aſſemblies: and have made it 
their Buſineſs, both in Preaching and Converſation, to perſwade the 
People, that the deren ing of the Succeſſion was the only Mean, 
for preſerving the true Religion in Britain, thereby leading the 
People into the ſame Guilt of concurring with Prelacy and ſtrength- 
ning it. This alſo was the Deſign and Tendency of that Paper of 
the Commiſſion of their General Aficmbly, intituled A ſeaſonable 
Warnxing of the Danger of Popery, &c. All to ſupport the Intereſt 
ot Hanover among the People: VVhereas it was their Duty to 
have warned the People, not ny of the Danger of Popery, in the 
| Advancement of the Pretender, but allo of Prelacy and other Er- 
== -+xors, in the Advancement of Haucwer. In the Time when GOD 
pleſled this Land with Faithful Watchmen, our Aſſemblies and 
Commiſſions warned the Nation, as well of the Danger like to 
dow from Prelacy, as from Pepery; But ſuch is not the preſent | | 
Practice. The Regard that Minilicrs had to promote, Hanover's 3 
*> Intercſt, made them filent as to the Danger of Prelacy, becauſe | 
they knew he behoved to be of that Communion, if ever he ſhould | 
come to reign in Britain. | 
Further Inſtances hercof did appear, from their exceſſive Demon 
trations of Joy at his Proclamation, and Coronation-Solemnities, yy 
| 


putting on Bone fires, drinking Healths, and the like, and aſſiſting 

and encouraging the People thereto. The Commiſſion likeways,to ex- 
- preſs their Loyalty, Complementing him with their flattering Ad- | 

dreſſes, and Congratulatory Speeches, wherein never one Word 7. 
of the heavy Grievances of the Church of CHRIST, nor o the 13 
| __ 
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Hurt and Hazard, that would 
nancing. Encouraging and Supportipg Prelacy, and other 


35 | - 
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ariſe theretinto from his 


Epinte- 
ereſtes; - 
And tho” the Aſſembly has of late drawn up a Memorial. of 
ſome few Grievances to be laid before him, yet how exceeding 
faint and lame is it, as to the moſt Material Grievances, whic 
ought do have been repreſented. Their keeping a Day of publick 
and ſolemn Thankſgiving for his peaceable Acceſſion to the Throne, 
and that in an Exaſtian Complyance with his Command, enjoyning 
it by his ſoſe Authority, thereby encouraging him to exerciſe the 
like Encroachments through the whole Courſe of his Reign. - 
Their admitting to the LORD's Table, and employing in Ee- 
cleſiaſtical Offices to ſit, as Ruling Elders, in Aſſemblies and Com- 
miſſions, ſuch Noblemen, Gentlemen, and others as have taken 
the Sacramental Tei, and do occaſionally communicate with the 


e of England; whereby they practically declare, That they 


ok not upen that as any Scandal or ence: As alſo their 
Complying with Patronage, that Pepih Encroachment upon the 
Liberties of the Chriſtian People, and that in many Places not 
only in a violent Manner, over the Bellies of the whole, or beſt al- 
tected Part of the People, but even in Oppoſition to the Contend- 
ings of ſeveral of their Brethren. And alſo as mother ſad Con- 
ſequence of theſe above ſpecified. Evils, a great many Miniſters 
and Elders have ſo far favoured the ſpreading of many pernici- 
ous Doctrinal Errors, taught by Mr. Simſon, a Publick Proleſſor of 
Divinity, that notwithſtanding of his being lybelled therefore, and 
his Tenets oppoſed by ſeverals more Zealous for Purity of Do- 
Qrine, yet he is ſuffered to teach, without any Promiſe of relin- 
quiſhing theſe Errors. And how faint and ambiguous the pre - 
tended Condemnation of them was, 1s evident to every one who 
reads that Act, wherein they are not ſo much as ſtigmatized with 


the Name of Errors. 


From all which, and many other the like Inſtances of their Con- 
duct, it evidently appears, they have contributed as much as any 
Set of Men in the Nation, to the carrying on this preſent Courſe 


. of 
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ol DeſeRion; and. Apoſtacy from the ſworn Prise ee er the 


CThorch of Kot land, to the Overthrow of our Ancient Glorious 
Fabrick, of a lovely Civil and Ecclefiaſtick Conſtitution: For All 
Which we do, bear Teltimony againſt. them, and their Unfaithful 
Betrayings of the LORD's Cauſe and Concerns. _ __ 
In the next Place (that none may think it is partiality or Ha- 
tred againſt the , Perſons of any, or againſt the Ordinances of 
Nagiſtracy and Miniliry, that influences us, to. bear Witneſs a- 
gainſt the Sins, and Backſlidings. of thoſe, who this Day occupy 
theſe Places) We do alſo” bear Teſtimony againſt the Bulk and 
- Pody of Profeſlors in theſe Lands, and chiefly in this covenanted 
Kingdom, for their active Concutrence in theſe.. ſipful Ways, 
"whereby they have, to their Power, contributed to the Burying 
of the EORD's Work, and betraying his Intereſt, willingly walk- 
ing after. the Commandment ot the great Ones, ſubmitting to 
their Laws and Ordinances; tho* they cannot but ſee. that thek 
are plamly contrary to our Ancient Fundamental Conſtitutions, 
which are the People's great Charter for ſecuring both Reli- 
gion and Liberty; their implicite believing of their Teachers, and 
"following ot them in this Courſe of Defection, and fitting down 
in a protund Scgurity, and rejoicingia a preſent outward Peace, 
as if all were made right by the Acceſſien of this Man to the 


WE Government : Whereas not one of our Grievances is removed 


thereby, but rather more perpetuated and corroborated ; So that 

inſtead of ſuch Demonſtrations of Joy, as were every where ſhown 
gt his Acceflion, there was rather great Cauſe of ' Humiliation 

and. Sorrow to {ce theſe Plagues continued and wreathed about 

our Necks, under which we. ſeemed formerly to groan, 

We cannot but be ſorry, that our fellow Chriſtians, bound in 


h 4 the Obligations of the ſame Covenant, ſhould, be ſo regardleſs and 


unm indful ot theſe: ſacred Bonds, as wholly to neglect, forget and 
ſorſake the Proſecution of the Ends thereof; and therefore, we do 
not only bear Witneſs againſt theſe their Backſlidings, Faintings, 
Foxlakings of their fiſt Love, Complyances with Prelatiſis and 
4 f a , MY | a 8 Malig- 


"> 
* 


| 3 
Malignaut t, Concurring with, ſtrengthening the Hands of, and 
ul helping the Ungodly and them that hate the LORD; But like- 
mi in the Bowels of our common LORD and SAVIOUR, we 
-beſeech, Warn, Obteſt and intreat them of all Ranks, who have 
any Tenderneſs for GOD's Glory, Love to JESUS CHRIST, 
Concern tor their own Souls, or Care for the Good of Poſterity 
to bethink themſelves ot the Hazard and Danger they are in, 
- while continuing in ſuch a Courſe, and to return to the LORD 
by Repentance, and labour to revive in their Breaſts that Zeal 
and Concern for the LORD's buried and broken down Work 
and Intereſt, that becomes Perſons profeſſing an Adherence to Scor- 
-land's covenanted Reformation, and to labour after fuch Rulers 
Supreme and Subordinate, to bear Charge over us, as the Word 
oi GOD, and our laudable Laws do require. 
In the laſt Place; We do for the Glory oft GOD, Exoneration 
of. our Conſciences, and Preſervation of Truth, and that we may 
tranſmit a Teſtimony to Poſterity, Remonſtrate and declare our 
Diſlike of the Inveſtiture of the Elector of Brunſwick, with the 
Royal Dignity and Supreme Authority of theſe Realms; And 
that for many (as we conceive ) valid and ſufficient Grounds and 

Recaſons: But for Brevity we ſhall reduce them to three prin- 
cipal Heads. Firſt, His Perfonal Qualifications. Secondly, The 
Limitations under which he hath accepted the Crown of Eagland. 
Thirdly, The Unjuſtice and Invalidity ot his Claim and Prerenti- 
ons to our Crown. | 

Firſt, In Reference to his Perſonal Qualifications, they are ſuch, 

as cannot conſi!t with our Laws and Covenants,, with the Safety 
Fri ot our Rce'igion, Liberty and Property. Our Laws made in our 


beſt and happieſt Times ot Reformation are expreſs and clear, 
- that we ſhould, in any ways, ſet ſuch over us, as are nouriſh-d up 
57 in the Doctrine which 1s according to Godlinels, in che Oct 10+ 
1d .dox Principles of the true Reformed Chriſtian Religion, and ſuch 
ge adãlãs are of Ability for Government, Fearers of GOL, Lovers of 


good Men, Encouragers of Vercue and Piety, aud Diicouragers 
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bf the Wicked and Ungodly, Puniſhers of Vice, Immorality, He- 
reſie and falſe Religions. Our Covenants both National and So- 
lemn League, are .clear to this Purpoſe ( tho' baſely detorted 
into a contrary meaning by Men of corrupt Minds.) The Na- 
tional contains the Coronation Oath, wherein for the Security, 
Advancement and Propagation of the true Religion, the Supreme 
Magiſtrate is. bound, To ferve the Eternal GOD, according to this- 
not Holy Word, and according to the Conſtiſſion of Faith, or Natie- 
nal Covenant, to maintain the true Religion, as then truly profeſſel, 
embraced and establiſied in this Realm, and to root ont all HMevefies 
ccontrary thereunto, and prnih the Spreaders of the ſame, The So- 
tern League alſo is clear, in qualifying our Duty, of preſerving 
and defending the Perſon and Government of the Supreme Mts 
giſtrate, with the. Condition of defending, maintaining and pre- 
ſerving the true Religion; And that this Condition is to be 
extended, not only to their defend img of it in ſome Part of their 
Dominions, but in the whole, and ſetting it up in their own 
Practice and Family, is clear from the Oath of Coronation ten- 
dered to, and taken by Charles 2d. at Sc, where he Promiſes 
and ſwears, for himſelf , and Succeſſors, to conform his own Pruffice - 
and Family to the true Reformed Religion expreſt in the Covenant, .as 
well as to maintain and defend it in his Dominions. And as theſe 
Laws and Covenants clearly prove, that ſuch ought to bethe-Qua- 
lifications - of our Soveraigns, ſo the Reaſon theteot is evident to 
every conſidering Perſon: What more reaſonable, than that he, 
who has molt Influence upon the Thriving and Security of the 
true Religion, be thereot himſelf? What more congruous, than 
that a People in Covenant with GOD, chuſe a King fo too? 
What more juſt, than that he, to whoſe Care the valuable Con- 
cernments of Religion and Liberty are entruſted, be a cordial 
Friend thereunto? Now it cannot be denied, that the Elector of 
Brunſwick is not ſuch, he being by Education and publick Pro- 
teffion of the Latheran Perfwaſion, while in his own Principality, 
having given no Documents ot his relinquiſhing thercof, and em- 


brac- 
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' bracing Orthodox Sentiments ; but on the contrary, upon his com- 


ing over, joining himſelt to the Church of Euglaud in her preſent 


corrupt Eſtabliſhment: From whence it appears, that he is not 
only a Stranger to our Reformation, but one that has not a 


due Regard thereto, as to the true Religion inſtituted by CHRIST 
and his Apoſtles, and embraced, proteſſed, prattiſed and ſworn 


unto in theſe Nations; but that he practiſeth contrary thereunto. 


And tho? for State Reaſons, he bears with any Thing that remains 


of the Form of Presbyterian Government in theſe Kingdoms, yet he 


gives no Inſtance of his Approbation thereof, in his Practice and Fa 


mily, as our Kings ought to do. And beſides his talſePrinciples aud c 2 


rupt Practice in Referrence to Religion (which is the main Thing in 


his Perſonal Qualifications we inſiſt upon, as the Ground ot our Proteſt, 
not excluding any other Immoralities, that may be juſtly charged 


upon him) It is alſo Matter of Grievance, that being a Stran- 


ger to our Nation, he cannot be ſo acquainted with our Laws and 
Conltirutzons, upon which the Security of our Civil Liberty and 
Property. depends, as is requiſite in one, to whom ſo great and 
comprehenſive a Truſt and Office is comitted. His being confe- 


derate with Popiſß Princes and States abroad, is another very 


material Conſideration of his perſonal Circumſtances, which inca- 


pacitates him for our Government: For ſeing we, who are a 
Covenanted People, devoted to GOD to {ſerve him, truſt in him, 
and walk betore him in a feparate Courſe from all theſe, that give 
their, Power to the Beaſt, and are joined with Antichrif?, are bound 


not fo make any League and Contederacy with the People of theſe 


Abominarions, it is likewiſe unlawtul for us to ſet one up over us, 
who is in League and Confederacy with them, leſt that derive to 
us aſo Wrath from the LORD, if we hereby contribute to the 
Help of the Ungodly, and Support ot the Kingdom of Satan; and 
this. we cannot avoid, it joined to him in the ſtricteſt Relation of 


Subjects, while he by our Aid and Aſſiſtance, pertorms ſuch En- 
gadgmcats to them as theſe Contcderacies bring him under. 


S:condly, The Limitations and Conditions, upon which he hath 
| 88 embra- 
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embraced the Crown and Imperial Dięnity of Eyglasd, I ſuch a8. 
do incapacitate him for being our King: or ( to omit the 
Hurt donc to our Civil Affairs, by his being con fined, as it were, 
among them, ſo as that he cannot ad miniſter ſuſtice to, or rule us 
here in Peron) his being engaged, to be of the Communion of 
that Church, in his own Practice and Family, and his wearing, To 
maint ain to the Biſhops, and Clergy thereof, all ſuch. Privilidges, as by 
their ( uvjuſt ) Law doth, or ſhall appertain to them: And thereby to 
encourage, countenance, defend and maintain that abjured He- 
agarchy, and uninſtituted Ceremonies, is jaſt Ground for us, to call 
| veſtion the Lawtulneſs of his Inveſtiture, ſeing we are bound 
by the Oath oft GOD (the Juſtice whereot we do not, nor dare 
we queſtion.) to do our utmoſt Endeavour to extirpate Prelacy 
and Superſtition, and that without. Reſpect of Perlons (Kings not 
excepred ) we think our owning him as our Kiug, and. carry in 
towards him as ſuch, while he is declaredly complying with, 205 
upholding both theſe, together with many other Herefics and Et- 
rors, is a Thing altogether irreconcilable with ſich an Endeavour 
as is there ſolemnly covenanted; and thereiore without Breach o 
Covenant, we cannot acknowledge him for our rightful and lawful = 
Sovereign. 2 | : | 
: _ Thirdly, The Injuſtice and Invalidity of any Pretenſions he hath 
to the Crown and Imperial Dignity ot Scotland, is another main 
Cauſe ot our diſowning him from being our King. It is well 
known, That his only. Elective Right he can claim to the Govern- 
ment ot Scotland, is founded in the late [zcorporating, Union with En- 
gland, the Sinfulneſs and Miſchiefs, whereof we: have largely diſ- 
covered and protelied againſt in our laſt Declaration, publiſhed at 
Sanguhair, Oftober 2d. 1707, to which we refer. And ſeing that 
uon was ſuch an illegal and unjuſt Overthrowing all our 
National and ſacred Privileges, we can never admit ot any of the 
Parts, Articles or Clauſes thercof, as juſt and legal, far leſs of - 
that Act of Scttlement, devolving the Crown upon the Family of 
Hanover, Which was not only a chief Part; but, for what we can 
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underſtand, the principal procuring Cauſe, that moved the Actors, 
to conſent to the Treaty, And as the Choice, tho* it were of the 


whole People, can never make a juſt Title to the Government, if it 
be of a Perſon not qualified, according to the good and juſt Laws 
of the Kingdom; So. far leſs, is that a juſt Claim, which did 
not ariſe from theContent of the People, but was done by a fewPerſons, 
who by counteracting their Truit and Commiſſion, had no Right 
to repreſent the People in Parliament. And ſeing his only Right 
flows from that Union, we judge, That ſhovid we upon that 
Footing own him, tor our Lawtul Kong, we ſhould interpretatively 


and conſequently approve the Treaty it ſelf, which, through Grachy | 


we reſoire not to do. | | 
It is alſo a very material and weighty Ground of Objection, 


That we have not that ancient Security for Religion and Liberty, 


that our Laws did provide for us, at the Coronation of our So- 


voereigns, namely, their Dec!aring and aſſuring, by ſolema Oath, at the 
Reception of their Princely Authority, that they ſhall ſerve the Eternal 


GOD. according to his moſt holy Word, maiitain the true Religion, as 


pioſeſſed in this Realm, and the due and right Adminiſtration of the Sa- 


craments, and root out all Hereticks, and Herefies that ſhall be convitt 


by the true Kirk of GOD, according to the Teuor of our excellent Coro= 


nation Oath ; and that they ſhall teſfiſie #heir- Appfobat ion of the Na- 
tional Covenant, and Solemn League and Covenant, and whole Work of 
Reformation, and Uniformity in the three Kingdoms, and maintain the 
ſame in their Practice and Fumily, and defend it in their Dominions ; 
According to the Coronation Oath adminiſtred to Charles 2d, In- 
ſtead of all which Tyes and Obligations, ſo excellently contrived 
for the Defence of our Religion, & ſo neceſſary for its Security, all that 
he has done, or has been required of him, is, Jeviolably to maintain 
and preſerve the Settlement of the Church of Scotland, as eſtabliſhed by 


" the Claim of Right and Treaty of Union ; which, how far it falls ſhort of 


our former 'Coronation Oaths, may calily appear to every unbayl(- 


| fed Perſon. | 
Belides thefe principal Reaſons already aGgned, we might add the 
Conſideration 
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Conſideration of his corrupt Connciflors and Miniſters of State, 
with whom he is ſurrounded and ferved, who, being Malignants 
Aud Enemies to bur Reformation, ought to be imployed in no 
pudlick Ttuft, place or Office. His early invading our LOR D's 
ron and Prerogative, and by the evil Counſels of theſe wic- 
we Councellers, -arrogating, contorm to the Laws of England, the 
Title of Heal of the Church; and impoſing by his ſole Authority 
à Day of Publick Thankfgiving, which in a coriftitute Church, 
was proper only, to Church ers to have done; and in all 
his Managements, tracing the Steps of theſe that went before him, 


hich Cavtes, we declare, as we carmot in a Conſiſtency with 
Faithfatneſs to GOD, in his Covenanted Intereſt, own and ac- 

knowledge him, the ſaid Elector of Brunſwick, for our Lawful King; 
we proteſt againſt his demanding of us any Teſts of Loyalty or 
Obedience, as of his Tightful Subjeds : and * reſolve, through the 
LORD's Aſſiſtance, not to firengthen his Hands, by aflociating 
with ſuch, either Popiſh, Prelatick or Malignant, with whom he may 
be imbarked, or any of theſe Perſwaſions whatſoever, whether for 
him or againſt him, nor yet by Paying him ſach Taxations, Sub- 
1 27 and Supplies, as are impoſed upcn the Nation for that 
Effect. | OY bn | 

And to prevent a Necefficy of further -proteſting againſt his Son, 
in Cafe of his ſucceeding on the like Footing, We do upon the ſame 
Account, and for the ſame Cauſes, proteſt againſt the Succęſſion of 
any others after him, in the Way and Manger that he has come to 
the Crown, viz. Under the like Incapacities and Limitations, and 
- * , having the like Claim thereto, whether they be of his Poſterity, or 
any other Branch of the Royal Family near or remote; and more 
"eſpecially againſt all ſuch 2s are of Popih Education or Proteſſion; 
+ Particularly, the preſent 'Popiſh Pretender, and all others of that 
Stamp; ſo that none have Reaſon to ſay, when they confider the 
# © Groungs of this our Declaration, That it is from any Affection to 
bim, or to gratiſie any of his Factien that we have proteſted a- 
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3 gear whom we hare juſtly proteſted and teſlifed. Upon all 
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zinſt the Ele dor of Brunſwick; but intirely from Conſclenee gf 
aty, with a Deſign of teſtifying our Adherence to our Covrnantef 
Reformation, which is proportionally oppelite W both Popery and 


þ 


Prelacy. Yea, it is not amongſt the ſmalleſt of our Grounds, at 


this Time, that we appear in this Manner, to vindicate our ſelves 
from the Calumnies and Reproaches caſt upon us, of our being 
for a Popiſb Pretender; which Calumnies are fomented and induſtri- 


ouſly ſpread by ſeveral Miniſters and their Complices, Which we can 


.conceive, wr no other End, than that their Wickedneſs mY not be 


diſcovered, and their Treachery made maniteſt, in this declining 


Age, and that we may bc: reputed ſuch Abandoners of Principles 


with themſelves, as might defervedly bring us under the Puniſh 
ment of the Law both of GOD and Man. — 


To conclude, Seing it is ſuch a King, and ſuch inferior Ma- 
giſtrates, Judges and Officers, to rule over us, as are deſcribed in 
GOD's Word, and preſcribed by cur ancient laudable Laws, - 
who would by their Example, Practice and Authority ad- 
vancez- maintain and defend the true Reformed Proteſtant 
Doctrines and Preſbyterian Church Government , 
Worſhip and Diſcipline, and ſuppreſs all contrary Errors 
and Hereſies, that we are longing for, and chearfully ready 
to perform all the Duties of Lawful Obedience unto ; 
none has Cauſe, from this our Proteſt, to brand 
ns with Faction, Sedition oft Rebellion, or to reckon us a 
People of ungovernable Principles, and Capricious, wild Diſ- 


poſitions ;- Our Teſtimony having no ſuch Deſign or Ten- 


dency ; but only in the Words of Truth and Soberneſs, to 
give an Account of the true Cauſes of our Declining the 
"TN 8 preſent 
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